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IOWA SCIENCE TEACHERS JOURNAL 
Letter from the Editor 
After much effort on the part of many, this first issue of the Iowa Science 
Teaching Journal is a reality. We will all be looking forward to your 
comments and suggestions for future issues. We have felt for some time 
that the science teachers of Iowa need such a means of communication 
within the state as have teachers already in several other states. 
Even though this issue represents a start for a journal for science teach-
ers in Iowa, it cannot continue without the support and cooperation of 
many of you who will be receiving the first two issues as complimentary 
copies. We need your ideas for future articles. We need your assistance 
as active members of the Iowa Science Teachers' Association. We need 
your supporting and critical comments of our efforts. We need to know 
that we are moving in the right direction. 
We hope future issues will include some attractive advertising ; a news 
section which will provide information concerning regional and state meet-
ings, science fairs, etc.; and a review section concerning books, articles, 
A-V materials, and equipment of interest to science teachers. As you see 
we are hoping that the Journal will grow in attractiveness, usefulness, 
and size. 
This Journal is made possible by full support from the Iowa Academy 
of Science. We as science teachers are much indebted to this organization 
for this expression of interest and assistance. As you know affiliation with 
the Iowa Science Teachers' Association carries with it an affiliation as a 
full member in the Iowa Academy of Science as well as the Science Section 
of the Iowa State Education Association. We are proud to exemplify 
the new feeling of unity and mutual respect among science teachers, 
scientists, and science educators which has been felt to such a high degree 
in the whole nation in recent years. 
You are hereby invited to submit articles, news items, or any other con-
tribution for future issues of this journal directly to the editor. Two double 
spaced typewriter copies using the form exemplified in this issue will 
be required. Contributions from members of the Iowa Science Teachers' 
Association will be given preference in publication. 
A New Look 
at IST A in Iowa 
In early April of this year, plans 
of the Iowa Academy of Science to 
form a new section for Science Teach-
ers within the Academy were pre-
sented to Betty Goettsch, president 
of the ISTA by Dr. Robert Yager, a 
representative of the executive coun-
cil of Iowa Academy of Science. Dr. 
Yager suggested that the ISTA might 
be interested in considering the op-
portunity for affiliation in this ne-w 
division. 
Dr. Yager was then invited to meet 
Robert E. Yager 
Editor 
with the Executive Council of the 
ISTA in Des Moines on April 6. After 
a thorough discussion, the Executive 
Council unanimously supported a fav-
orable recommendation for such af-
filiation to the present membership of 
ISTA. 
On April 20, the Executive Council 
of the IST A plus additional members 
met with Dr. Yager, Dr. James Kerch-
eval, the president of the Iowa Acad-
emy of Science and several members 
of the Academy who are science 
teachers but not members of the 
IST A, for a more detailed discussion 
of the proposed affiliation. It was 
the group concensus that the pro-
